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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR SHERREL

Dear Oak Grove Family,

Greetings everyone in the Wonderful Name of Jesus. | hope this letter finds you well and
that your summer has been qoing well. The month of August has arrived and with it comes
a flurry of activities. Please remember to pray for all of the kids along with the teachers,
administrators, and staff who are beginning a new school year.

Our congregation still qrieves the loss of Brother Joe Baker. He was a faithful and true
servant of Christ whose heart was dedicated to ministering our youth here at Oak Grove.
Please continue to pray for Miss Karen and the family. Also, | want to ask all of you to
pray that God will quide us as we begin the search process for our next Youth Pastor. It
will require both patience and prayerfulness as we seek God's will in this matter. We all
want the right person that can come and build on the tremendous legacy that Brother Joe
has left us.

My heart's desire is to see revival come to us here at “The Grove". | hope that is your
desire as well, and | would ask that you earnestly pray with me for that to happen. | love
you all and | will see you in church!

In Christ's Service,
Pastor Sherrel
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(QUOTES OF THE MONTH

"If you find it in your heart to care for
somebody else, you will have succeeded.”
- Maya Angelou

"Faith i essentially reasonable. It trusts in the
character and promises of God."

- £. Chris Curvin

"You are today where your thoughts have
brought you; you will be tomorrow where
your thoughts take you."

- James Lane Allen

"Belief is truth held in the mind; faith is a
fire in the heart."

- James Lane Allen

"(reativity is allowing yourself to make
mistakes. Art is knowing which ones to keep."
- Scott Adams

VERSE QF THE MONTH

"For with You is the
fountain of life; in Your
light we see light."

PSALM 369




DATES TO REMEMBER

August 03 - First Week of School
August 07 - Purple Heart Day
August 12 - International Youth Day

August 17 - World Humanitarian Day
August 20 - Ladies Fellowship (6:30 PM)



GOING TO
SCHOOL WITH
JESUS
In Faith Takes a Name, Dwight E.

Stevenson writes that if we

consider ourselves to  be
disciples of Jesus, then we must
remain 'learners under the
instruction of Christ." He notes,
*Quite literally, a disciple is a
pupil, scholar, student, or learner.
In Jesus' world a teacher with
his band of disciples was to that
what
universities are to our society.
To be a disciple of Jesus is to go

to school with him.
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THANK COD FOP TEACHERS
It is sometimes said that public school teachers do not teach
values. Vet every day, countless teachers quietly model
compassion, patience, integrity, and kindness through the way
they care for their students.

Many teachers o far beyond lesson plans and classrooms. They
spend their own money on school supplies, workbooks, clothing,
snacks, and special needs for children who may otherwise o
without. They encourage struggling students, celebrate small
victories, and offer steady support to children facing difficult
circumstances at home.

Teachers also work with students from many different
backgrounds and abilities. Some patiently help children learn
English, while others devote extra time and care to students with
learning, emotional, or social challenges. In a world where many
children face poverty, abuse, loneliness, neglect, or uncertainty, a
caring teacher can become a source of hope, stability, and
encouragement.

Many educators also serve faithfully in churches and
communities, living out their faith through daily acts of love and
service. Their influence often reaches far beyond what grades, or
test scores can measure.

As a church family, let us remember to pray for teachers and
their students, encourage them in their calling, and thank God for
the important difference they make in the lives of children every
day.



BIBLE QUIZ

Jesus said that his followers are
the ‘light of the world"
(Matthew 5:14). It wouldnt do
much good to hide a light under
a bushel, he said. It shouldn't be
put on a lamp-stand to give light
in the house. Then Jesus said,
"let your light shine before
others, that they may see .."

Choose the correct ending :
A. their way and not stumble.

B. how good and faithful you are
as my servants.

C. your qood deeds and glorify
your Father in heaven.

D. in their darkness.

ANSWER - C
(See Matthew 5:16)

DEACON'S BENCH

I love Jesus Christ because He first loved me. He demonstrated
that love on the cross, where He willingly gave His life for my
salvation. Without the shedding of His innocent blood, there
would be no forgiveness of sins and no hope of eternal life.

The Bible teaches that salvation is found only through Jesus.
If you have not trusted in the saving power of His blood, you
remain in your sins. But the good news is that God offers
forgiveness and eternal life as a free gift through faith in His
Son.

Don't miss the free gift of salvation. Put your faith in Jesus
today and experience the love, grace, and eternal life that only
e can give.

Thank you,
Boots Yarber & the Deacons

THE MARKS OF A LEADER

Leaders should aspire to look like small boys in August. If you raise
children or grandchildren, you know that by the end of August,
they've been running around all summer in their shorts, sneakers,
and t-shirts. You also know that their knees and their elbows are
always skinned, their shins always black and blue, and that they have
the marks of summer's fracas on their faces. A 6-year-old boy at
the end of summer is my picture of a leader.

| got that picture from David Hubbard, president of Fuller Theological
Seminary in Pasadena. Many years ago he told me that leaders need
to learn not to inflict pain, but to bear pain. It seems to me that if
you're bearing pain properly as a leader, whether you're a preacher,
a college professor, a parent, or a teacher, you ought to have the
makes of the struggle. One ought to have bruised shins and skinned
knees.

-Max DePree



FaITH FOT" @ NEW
BEsINNING

A new school year brings fresh
opportunities, new challenges,
and exciting possibilities. Let us
surround our students, teachers,
families, and school staff with
prayer as they begin. May God
grant them wisdom, courage,
patience, and peace for every
day ahead.

CARRIED & CALLED

TO FOLLOW
Jesus the Good Shepherd is one of
Christianity's  most ~ endearing
images. Scenes of Jesus holding a
small famb bring comfort during
times of trouble, reminding us of
God's tender care when we are
weak or hurting. In those moments,
we are qrateful to be carried. Vet
this image also points to a deeper
truth. The Shepherd's role is not
only to carry the lamb, but to lead
the flock. When we are restored,
we are called to rise, to walk, and
to follow where He leads. God
meets us in our need with
compassion, but He also calls us
forward with purpose. The same
hands that life us up also quide us
on the path ahead. There is a time
to be carried, and there is a time to
follow.

CUILDREN'S MINISTRY

As summer ends and a new year begins, | want to thank
everyone for helping make this such a wonderful summer for
our children’s ministry. We have been blessed with so many
opportunities to learn, grow, and have fun together. Thank you
to everyone who prayed, volunteered, donated, and encouraged
our children throughout the summer months.

Our Back-to-School Supply Distribution has begun, and we are
grateful for the generosity of our church family in helping
provide students with the supplies they need for a successful
school year. Your kindness is making a difference in the lives
of so many children and families in our community.

We are also excited to announce that our AWANA program will
restart on Wednesday, September 2l We look forward to
welcoming children back for another year of Bible memory,
exciting lessons, games, and opportunities to grow in their faith
and build lasting friendships. We invite all children to join us
for this wonderful ministry.

As we look ahead, we are excited about all that God has in
store for the coming year. We look forward to welcoming
children each week as they qrow in their knowledge of God's
Word, build lasting friendships, and experience His love through
Sunday School and our children’s ministries.

Please continue to pray for our students, school staff, and
families as they begin a new school year. We are trusting God
for another year filled with growth, learning, and opportunities
to share the love of Christ.

With a thankful heart,

Katrina Presnell



A REPAIR
FOR
BROKENESS

Our lives are marked by

brokenness, including broke
relationships, broken promises, and
broken  expectations.  Left
unattended, these fractures can
quietly shape us, hardening into
bitterness or resentment.

How do we live with such
brokenness without losing heart?
We return, again and again, to God's
faithful presence. In Him, we find
not only comfort but restoration.
God does not ignore what is
broken. He meets us in it, gently
mending what we place in His
hands and reshaping what feels
beyond repair.

Scripture reminds us, "He heals the
brokenhearted and binds up their
wounds” (Psalm 147:3). What we
cannot fix on our own, bod is able
to restore in His time and in His
way.

LADIES FELLOWSHID

July's Ladies Fellowship was amazing! We had over 30 ladies
and three men in attendance. Carol Seqgio, our quest speaker,
qlorified God with what God has done for her and her family
with His Salvation Plan in saving Carol's daughter. Praise you,
Jesus! God's Salvation Plan led Carol in so many avenues of her
life where she could see God working, and she cannot wait to
see where God's qoing to lead her next! On August 20% at
6:30 PM, Shirley Greene will be our final Ladies Fellowship
speaker of 2026. | know you do not want to miss out hearing
her, and | know it i going to be very good and such a blessing!
So, please ask a friend to come with you and share in
fellowship. Food will be provided, and we are asking if
everyone would bring desserts. Please let Pam Smith know
what dessert you will be bringing. We will be saving you a
seat, and we hope to see you therel | would like to take this
time to thank every lady who supported the Ladies Fellowship,
volunteered to speak, helped with the food, who prayed and
fellowshipped with each other, those who donated gifts, our
quest speakers, and everyone involved. | especially want to
thank God for Pam Smith and Donna Rose for their willingness
to take charge of decorations and food. Thank you, ladies!
Without God and all the ladies, we could not have Ladies
Fellowship! | also want to say thank you to Dan Chase who
watched and quarded the door during our time of fellowship!
Thank you!

Your Sisters in Christ,

Pam Smith & Sharon Chase
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